
October 29, 2021

Hello HW Community,

On Tuesday, I was invited into a high school Psychology class by Ms. Maney. Projected on the board
was an image that had no specific shapes, designs, etc, but I was asked what I saw in the picture.
Immediately I saw what looked like a cheetah (or some kind of 4 legged animal). Students in the class
saw a dog and an alligator, which I was unable to see until they pointed them out. It was a fascinating
exercise that also reminds me that even though we may be looking at the same things, we may not be
seeing the same things.

The Fantasticks
The HWRHS Theatre Department will be performing the classic musical, The Fantasticks, November 4,
5, 6 @ 6:30 pm, in the Ferrini Dramatics Center (775 Bay Rd. South Hamilton, MA)!

Tickets will be available @ the door ($10 for Students/Faculty & $15 for General Public).
Please note: Masks will be required for all in attendance.

Mask Extension
By now you are aware that Commissioner Riley extended the mask mandate for all schools until “at
least January 15, 2022”. Currently, if a school building demonstrates a vaccination rate of 80 percent or
more of all students and staff in the school through an attestation form submitted to DESE, then
vaccinated individuals in that school would no longer be subject to the mask requirement. Many of you
have asked about the 80 percent rule. Whether or not to follow the 80% rule is a local decision. The
HWRSD also has a school committee policy (EBCFA - Face Coverings) that is in place locally. It
requires that all individuals in school buildings wear face coverings. This policy is reviewed at each
school committee meeting to determine changes or to stay the current course.

DECA Speaker Series
The DECA speaker series is offered at the high school providing students with an opportunity to learn
about future career options from business professionals.  Speakers share the experience of their journey
and path taken, starting with their education and background as a launching point for sharing their career
advice to help guide students. This program is powered by DECA and open to all high school students.
Previous speakers have included Stacey Friends, Attorney for Morse Law specializing in trademark law;
Holly Schmidt, Owner & CEO of Hollan Publishing; Sally Sherman, Recruiting Manager at Weston &

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18W2ktqPwx8mhgBktp0sTv-36cr9zlWZQ/view


Sampson; Paul Nasser, CFO & COO of Intercontinental Real Estate Corporation; and Amy Latimer,
President & CEO of TD Garden.

College application deadlines
November 1st is one of the first deadlines our seniors have to submit college applications. The
beginning of the year for them has been stressful to say the least. Seniors and their families are making
decisions that are not easy while also working to complete essays, applications, and the FAFSA to meet
the deadline for applying. We wish our seniors the best of luck throughout the application process!

School Cancellation
Who knew canceling school would be so stressful? I
stared at this image for quite some time before finally
pushing the button to cancel school. My self-talk was
funny, “What if I cancel school at 5:40 AM and all the
power comes back on at 6:00 AM?” “Maybe I can use
a mulligan or call it a rookie mistake?” “Maybe another
superintendent already canceled? Nope!”

After the cancellation, we started to think about all the
issues of a long-term power failure, including the food
that we have been stocking up on because of shortages.
Not all refrigerators in the district are on generators so
Ms. Ng and Mr. Geary got to work moving food into

working cold space. Speaking of refrigerators, we also had to move flu vaccines and insulin to safe cold
spaces as well because the nurse’s refrigerators are not on the generator either. Looks like we have some
adjustments to make!

Elementary Conferences
We do hope that all families are able to meet with teachers during these two weeks of elementary
conferences. The opportunity for a two-way conversation helps both teachers and families support
students by discussing strengths and areas for growth. Teachers are prepared to discuss students'
academic progress and to share examples of work. It's important for teachers to learn about your child
from you during the conversation--how does your child feel about school, what does learning look like
at home, what do they say about school while they are at home, and what interests do they have outside



of school. Families can prepare by reviewing work that has been sent home and outlining questions
ahead of time. We want your child to succeed, and this is one way we can all make sure it happens!

Welcoming Neil Kelly to the District:
Neil has joined the HWRSD as a seventh and eighth grade Science Teacher at
Miles River Middle School. He previously taught in Vermont for the past five
years and is currently pursuing a Doctoral Degree in Educational Leadership.
Neil grew up in Wakefield and has wanted to be a teacher since he was 9 years
old. He currently lives in Malden and loves to read, run, ski, and travel to the
Cape. Neil is thrilled to join the HW Community and embrace all of the
opportunities to extend our middle school learning beyond the classroom.

I hope you have a great weekend!!

Eric

Eric Tracy
Interim Superintendent
Twitter: @etracyhw
Instagram: @etracy_hw_super
Weblog: https://hwsuperintendent.wordpress.com/

The weekly Covid data is listed below.

COVID Dashboard

HWRSD New COVID-19 Positive Cases for the week of 10/25-10/29

HWRSD COVID-19 Pooled Surveillance Testing Rates

Pools For Week Positive Pools Total Pools Cumulative Number  Positive Pools

10/29/21 1 129 3
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HWRSD Vaccination Rates:

School Students Vaccinated Staff Vaccinated

High School 88.72% 94.38%

Middle School 60.26% 98.15%

Buker N/A 97.83%

Cutler N/A 96.84%

Winthrop N/A 95.83%


