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Are you traveling for Thanksgiving? Do you have
college students returning to your home after
being away at school? Are you concerned about
how you can celebrate Thanksgiving and at the
same time protect yourself and your family?
The Massachusetts Department of Public Health has
provided advice on how to have the safest possible
Thanksgiving during the COVID-19 pandemic.
If you have college students returning home from an out
of state college, please check the COVID-19 travel order
to determine if the state they are coming from is
designated as a lower risk state. If it is not a lower risk
state, your college student needs to quarantine for 14
days (ideally from the other members of your household)
and/or seek COVID-19 PCR testing. They can seek a free
COVID-19 PCR test at a Stop the Spread location. Please
talk with your college aged children about physical
distancing and being safe. We all need to do our part to
stop the spread of COVID-19.
If you are traveling for Thanksgiving, please be aware that
all Massachusetts residents are required to comply with
the COVID-19 travel order. On this website you can see a
map for which states are designated as lower risk states. If
you are traveling to a non-lower risk state, you need to
follow the travel order which requires that you quarantine
for 14 days upon return to MA or seek COVID-19 PCR
testing no earlier than 72 hours prior to your return to
MA. A negative COVID-19 PCR test needs to be
submitted to your school nurse prior to your child(ren)'s
return to in-person learning. If your children are 10 years
old or younger, they are not required to receive a COVID19 test, but you will need to share documentation of your
adult household members' negative tests to your school
nurse prior to their return to in-person learning.

