
Winthrop School 
Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

If your child is going to be 
absent or tardy, please 
call the Safe Arrival Line 
at 978-468-5344. You may 
leave a message 24/7. 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 

June 10 
1:15 Community Group 
Scavenger Hunt 
 
June 11 
8:45am Gr. 5 breakfast 
and slide show 
 
June 12 
8:30-12:30 Winthrop 
Classic (field day) 
 
June 13 
9:00am Gr. 5 moving up 
ceremony 
 
June 14 
Last Day of School 
Dismissal 11:15am; no 
lunches served 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello Winthrop Families, 
 
This was a very busy week as our year is quickly winding down.  On Monday, our fifth 
graders performed their annual play, first to the whole school and then to friends and 
families in the evening.  They did a fantastic job and this year we even added some 
live musicians!  Be sure to see the pictures in this newsletter. A big thank you to Ms. 
O’Donnell and Mr. Sheckells who co-directed the show and Bravo Grade 5! 
 
Grade 4 held their annual Living Biography on Tuesday, after many weeks of research 
and planning.  It was impressive to see how much they had learned, and they clearly 
enjoyed dressing up and getting into character.  Grade 5 held their Biz World 
marketing morning on Wednesday.  After working to obtain their capital “funding” a 
few weeks ago, they created ads to “sell” products to parents and grade 4 
students.  They demonstrated great skill in entrepreneurship, budgeting, and selling!   
 
Please be advised- This year we will be utilizing a modified version of our “Step Up to 
the Next Grade” classroom visits. Students on Thursday will have a chance to visit the 
next-year grade level team and hear about the exciting things to look forward to. They 
will also be able to tour the team-level classrooms and meet several additional 
teachers in the building that will support the classes next year. Classroom teacher 
assignments will be included on the final report card on Friday.  I realize this is 
different than what we’ve done in the past, but we strongly believe this change is best 
to support a thoughtful placement process. 
 
I also need to inform families that our School Counselor, Katie Aissis, will be moving at 
the end of this school year.  Many of your children have formed a relationship with 
Katie, and this will be a transition for the next school year.  Katie has included a form 
in this newsletter which has also been posted to the website for any parents that want 
to share information with the new counselor.  Please read Katie’s note to parents on 
page 2 of the newsletter for more information. We wish Mrs. Aissis the very best on 
her family move and will all miss her here at the Winthrop School. 
 
Have a great weekend, 
 

Christopher Heath     

 
The Hamilton-Wenham Regional School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, age, gender, 
religion, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability or homelessness in accordance with Title IX of 
the Education Amendments of 1972 and Chapter 622 of the Acts of 1971.  
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****A message from Mrs. Aissis, School Adjustment Counselor**** 

Dear Winthrop Families, 
  
I would like to inform families of a personal decision I have recently made. With much consideration, I have 
accepted a counseling position in a different district for the upcoming school year, as my husband and I are planning 
to relocate. This was a bittersweet decision for me to make as I know I will deeply miss the Winthrop School 
community. 
  
Please know that I will be working closely with Principal Heath and our Director of Guidance & School Counseling to 
make this transition as smooth as possible for students and families. Mr. Heath will be sure to inform families when 
a new school adjustment counselor has been selected. 
  
As part of the transition process, I have attached an optional confidential form that I invite you to fill out.  This form 
serves as an avenue for you to directly share any important information you’d like to with the new counselor. If you 
choose to fill out this form, please email it to me at k.aissis@hwschools.net or deliver it to my mailbox no later 
than Wednesday, June 12th.  I will also be directly and confidentially passing along any pertinent student 
information to the new counselor. The form can be found at the end of this newsletter and is also posted under the 
message board on the Winthrop website. 
  
Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me or Principal Heath with any questions or concerns. 
  
It has truly been a pleasure and honor to work with and get to know your children; they have inspired me beyond 
measure. 
  
I wish all families a wonderful, restful summer. 
  
With Gratitude,  
  
Katie Aissis  
Winthrop School Adjustment Counselor 
978-468-8484 

  
 
 

Grade 5 Biz World marketplace and presentations: 
 

                              
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Scenes from the very entertaining Grade 5 play: 

   

   
 

 
 

An Invitation from the Hamilton Wenham Garden Club: 
 
The Pingree Park Garden Opening is next Saturday, June 8th at 10:30 a.m.   
 
We plan to have a children's table on location with children's gardening books and a possible 
activity!  We'll also be planting one of the Arbor Day Seedlings that each 1st grader received back in 
April when HWGC members visited the schools!   
 
Everyone is invited to stop by with their families to celebrate this wonderful treasure being planted. 
 
Our WEBsite shares details too … Garden Project:  https://hwgardenclub.org/ 

 
 



 

 
 
 

Social & Emotional Info Sheet 
 

Dear Parents: This information sheet will be kept confidential and will be shared with the new Winthrop 
School Adjustment Counselor as part of the transition process. Please return this optional form to Katie 
Aissis no later than Wednesday, June 12th. 
 

Student Name: __________________ 

 

Grade (as of the 2019-2020 school year): ________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Name(s): _______________________________ 

 

Please use the space below to briefly describe your child’s school related experiences this past 

year. Please note any areas of social or emotional difficulties and/or areas of particular 

strength/growth:  

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Please share below any additional concerns you have regarding your child’s social and 

emotional wellbeing: 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Is there anything else you would like the new School Adjustment Counselor to know? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Please indicate below whether you would like to personally connect with the new School 

Adjustment Counselor at the beginning of the school year.  

 

Yes, Please   No, Thank You 

 

 

 

 

Thank you! 



 
 
 

 
Better Speech & Hearing Month 2019 

“Communication Across The Lifespan”  
 

In recognition of Better Speech & Hearing Month, Winthrop’s Speech-Language Therapy team thought we 
would share a few ideas for increasing communication on potential summer road trips.  The theme this year is 
“Communication Across the Lifespan” so we will be referring to the span of grades at Winthrop Elementary 

School! Any games or activities can be fun, but here are some suggestions broken down by grade: 
 

PreK:  
In Preschool, children are learning new vocabulary and starting to make connections as to how vocabulary 
words fit together.  While driving you could pick a category such as farm animals and take turns calling out 
various farm animals. Some other preschool friendly categories are: jungle animals, ocean animals, breakfast 
foods, dinner foods, treats to eat, colors, shapes, and body parts. Doing activities such as this helps children 

organize their vocabulary and recognize how words work together and make connections. 
 

Kindergarten:  
In Kindergarten, children continue to learn and expand their knowledge of synonyms (same/similar) and 

antonyms (opposites).  It might be fun to play the “same game” and give your child a word, and have them 
come up with a word that is similar or means the same thing.  You can play a similar game but just use 

opposite pairs.  
 

1st Grade:  
Help develop your first graders’ describing skills through I Spy games and scavenger hunts!  Encourage 

finding many ways to describe objects while in the car, such as through describing items seen by category, 
function, appearance (color, pattern, shape, size), parts, location, and random fun facts!  Doing activities like 

this develops semantic organization, vocabulary development, and inferencing skills! 
 

2nd Grade: 
In second grade, students have been immersed in and explored a variety of fairy tales this year.  Encourage 
them to create their own with siblings and/or parents through add-on stories.  After deciding upon main 
characters, encourage your children to use their imaginations, develop sequencing skills, mark basic story 

marker elements like introductions/problems and conflicts/conclusions, and provide connecting thoughts 
and details for creative storytelling. 

  

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

3rd Grade: 
In 3rd grade, children continue to explore and learn more about our home state of Massachusetts.  On a road 

trip, it might be fun to look up a place or different places along the route that represent events in 
Massachusetts history.  You could also look up facts about various cities and towns in Massachusetts.  In 

addition to this, playing “20 Questions” is always a fun activity and you could refer to various Massachusetts 
landmarks for guessing or use the setting that you are in.  

 

4th Grade:  
In 4th grade, children learn more about our country and the 50 states.  You can play games such as name 

states that start with a certain letter.  You can also look up facts about states, think about what states are alike 
and different in various ways.  Children can talk about states they would like to visit. Another extension 

activity is to print out a visual of state license plates and they can try to check off plates they see as you are 
driving and stopping at rest stops (always a favorite!) 

 

5th Grade:  
In 5th grade, children continue to develop their reading skills for a variety of fiction and non-fiction books.  
It might be fun to have children summarize what they have read, thinking about transition words such as 

first/next/then/last to help sequence and organize the retell.  They could also pick a character from the book 
to describe or compare and contrast with another book character, family members or even themselves.  The 

possibilities are endless with literature!  
 

Happy Travels!  
Submitted by: Molly Silver, M.S., CCC-SLP & Jackie Dunn, M.S., CCC-SLP 

 
 
 
 

 


